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1  What is COBWEB?
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Feeling technical?  
Read more about the COBWEB 
architecture: CLICK HERE

http://ijsdir.jrc.ec.europa.eu/index.php/ijsdir/article/view/406




2  Who is involved?









3  COBWEB: UNDER THE BONNET









4  So What’s next?





Glossary

Is it Citizen Science or Crowd Sourcing 
(or Crowdsourcing)?

We’ve used citizen science and crowd sourcing interchangeably as both are 
about lots of people doing a small piece of work on a task. Citizen science is 
really just a specific form of crowd sourcing for scientific projects.

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Biosphere reserves are internationally recognised sites that promote 
solutions that reconcile the conservation of biodiversity with its sustainable 
use. Find out more about the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme.

GPS The Global Positioning System uses satellite to provide autonomous geo-
spatial positioning. This means that when your device wants to know where 
it (and you) are, it detects the position and signals from satellites in space. 
Once your device knows how far it is from several nearby satellites it can use 
that information to calculate its (and your) location on the globe.  

Authoritative Data Set Data collected by experts like monitoring agencies, governments, etc. For 
more on authoritative data, citizen science, and how data can be used 
by policy makers read COBWEB’s Value Adding to Crowdsourced Data for 
Decision Making report.

Semantic Harmonisation This means the comparison of data to an authoritative definition of a 
particular concept (a list of these definitive terms is known as an ontology). 
So, basically it means making sure that when you say you are collecting data 
on “a tree” I can tell how your idea of what a tree is matches with (or differs 
from) my definition of a tree.

Access Management Federation A technology that enables a user to use one set of credentials (username 
and password) to access lots of different systems and services. It’s a bit like 
having a friend who can vouch for you, reassuring lots of organisations that 
you are trustworthy.

SWE4CitizenScience or Sensor Web 
Enablement for Citizen Science

This is a suite of standards for crowdsourcing projects. Find out more here or 
access the standards on GitHub.

 
Inspired to get involved in Citizen Science with COBWEB?
We are keen to work with you, especially if you have a citizen science project you’d like to build, or if you are a 
developer or organisation that would like to work with our tools and/or code in new and interesting ways! Find out 
more on our website or email: edina@ed.ac.uk. 

We are keen to make sure that COBWEB’s work lives on so we are making our work available under open source 
licenses. You can find our generic COBWEB application, also known as FieldTrip Open, on GitHub. 

European Citizen Science Projects and Programmes
COBWEB: Citizen Observatory Web was one of several Citizen Observatories projects funded by the European 
Commission as part of their Earth Observations work. Find out more about this work.

The European Citizen Science Association works with citizen science projects across Europe and is a great place to find 
out about some of the fantastic projects currently taking place.

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/
https://cobwebproject.eu/news/publications/deliverables
https://cobwebproject.eu/news/publications/deliverables
https://cobwebproject.eu/about/swe4citizenscience-github
https://github.com/opengeospatial/swe4citizenscience
https://cobwebproject.eu/
https://github.com/edina/fieldtrip-open
https://ec.europa.eu/research/environment/index.cfm?pg=earth
http://ecsa.citizen-science.net/





